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Student Dress 

Code Information

What is CCSD’s Student Dress Code Policy?

(Policy JCDB)

Colleton County School District students are expected to dress and be groomed in such a way as to not distract or cause disruption in the educational program or orderly operation of the school.  Students should dress for the educational setting and not the recreational one.  To maintain an educational environment that is safe and conducive to the educational process, students in all grades will wear an approved school uniform with only legally-mandated exceptions.

What are the general guidelines of the Student Dress Code?

· Clothing shall not be so extreme or inappropriate to the school setting as to disrupt the educational process as determined by the administration.

· Hair styles or hair colors shall not be so extreme or inappropriate to the school setting as to disrupt the educational process as determined by the administration.

· Garments, jewelry or articles of clothing shall not display emblems related to alcohol, illegal or abusive substances, gangs, violence, sex or obscenities.

· Tops and bottoms deemed as distracting, revealing, overly suggestive or otherwise disruptive will not be permitted. Garments shall assure modesty when the student is seated or engaged in school activities.

· No denim jeans, sweat pants, running shorts, spandex or cargo pants are permitted.

· Tights, leggings, jeggings or jegging-style pants cannot be worn as bottoms.

· Shirts and blouses must cover shoulders and torso, be neither too tight nor too loose as to be revealing or pose a safety hazard and must be tucked in.

· Wearing accessories or clothing that could pose a safety threat to one’s self or others is not allowed. This includes heavy chains not made as jewelry, fishhooks, multiple finger rings (rings welded together resembling brass knuckles or rings that can be used as a weapon), studded/spiked bracelets or collars, nose/lip to ear chains, etc. will not be allowed.

· Body piercing and/or body art that is disruptive to the order of the school or is a distraction to the learning environment will not be allowed.  

· Students may not wear large pendants, large medallions or large dangling earrings or any other distracting or unsafe jewelry. School administrators will make determination based on grade levels.

Shirts, vests, sweaters and sweatshirts (Tops)

For the purpose of this policy, shirts, vests, sweaters and sweatshirts are referred to as tops. To that end, tops may be solid white or approved solid colors.  

· Students shall wear plain shirts with a collar. 

· Shirts may have school-approved logos.  

· Shirts may not exceed one size larger than necessary as determined by the school administrator.  

· Shirts must be tucked in. Exceptions may be made for preschool and kindergarten students as needed by administration.  

· White or approved colored t-shirts or turtle neck shirts (long or short sleeve) may be worn under uniform shirts.  

· Students may wear vests, sweaters or unhooded sweatshirts that allow the collar to be exposed over school uniforms.  The vest, sweater or sweatshirts shall be solid white, school approved colors or coordinate with school colors (i.e. argyle) and may not exceed one size larger or smaller than necessary as determined by the school administrator. 

· School t-shirts can be worn on designated dress down days, field days and special field trips as determined by the school administrator.

Pants, skirts, skorts, jumpers, capri length pants and shorts (bottoms)

For purposes of this document pants, skirts, skorts, jumpers, capri pants and shorts are referred to as bottoms. To that end, bottoms must be solid khaki, black, or navy.  Denim jeans are not permitted.  Principals may make exceptions for special field trips.  
· Bottoms must be free of graphics and embroidery.  With the exception of small labels, bottoms may not have insignias, words or pictures.  

· Shorts, skirts, skorts and jumpers will be no shorter than 2 ½” above the knee when standing.  

· Cargo-style pants or shorts are not permitted.  

· Clothing shall not exceed one size larger than necessary as determined by the school administrator.  

· Baggy or sagging pants or shorts are not permitted.  

· "Low rise" clothing is not permitted.  

· Bottoms (excluding jumpers) shall be worn at the natural waistline and properly fitted to prevent sagging. 

· Belts shall be worn in pants, skirts, skorts or shorts that have belt loops. Exceptions may be made for preschool and kindergarten students as needed by administration.  Belts must be buckled and tucked in loops. Belt buckles must not be oversized, computerized or have any writing that is considered offensive.
Shoes, sneakers and boots (footwear)
· Footwear shall be worn at all times, and, as needed, shoes will conform to special requirements, i.e., PE class, ROTC, science labs, culinary arts, etc.  

· Laces on shoes or sneakers shall match the shoe color and be tied.  

· Flip flops, “crocs” style rubber or plastic shoes, slippers, shoes without heel straps, stiletto heeled shoes are not permitted.  

· “Heelies” styled shoes with wheels in the soles are not permitted.

Coats and jackets
Coats and jackets may not be more than one size larger than necessary. Effective July 1, 2012, coats that present a distraction as determined by the school administration (e.g. character, large logos, advertisements) will be banned. 

Other clothing items and accessories
· Any adornment that could be perceived as, or used as, a weapon such as chains, spikes, etc., is not permitted.  

· Gang-related clothing, accessories, symbols or intimidating items of dress, as maybe identified by local law enforcement agencies, are not permitted.  

· Head coverings of any kind including, but not limited to, hats, caps, bandanas, curlers, masks, visors, kerchiefs, athletic sweatbands, earmuffs, sunglasses and hoods are not permitted.  Head coverings will not be worn, carried, hung on belts or around the neck or kept in classroom during regular school hours. Exemptions can be made by the school administration for inclement weather. If there is a medical reason for a student to wear one of the above listed items, see the section entitled exemption procedures.

Other Uniform Requirements
Students shall dress according to the uniform standards at all times when school is in session.  Students who are taking classes that require a special dress code, such as ROTC or career and technical education internships, may wear that uniform to other classes.  Principals may make exceptions to the uniform policy for special events, such as picture day, and may allow a different standard for athletic teams or other school clubs or activities.  Clothing designated for school athletic events, i.e.., cheerleader outfit, that does not meet the above guidelines will not be worn during the instructional day unless appropriate additional garments are worn with the outfit.

What are the consequences for dress code violations?

1st Offense – Students will be given an opportunity to change into acceptable clothing and parent will be notified in writing of dress code violation.

2nd Offense – Parent conference and disciplinary actions consistent with a Code of Student Conduct Level 1 offense.

3rd Offense – Parent conference and disciplinary actions consistent with a Code of Student Conduct Level 2 offense.

The administrators will determine the appropriate consequence for dress code violations.

In all cases of questionable dress code violations, the principal has the authority to make the final determination as to whether a particular style or garment violates this policy.  If the principal determines that a student has violated the policy, the student will receive the appropriate disciplinary consequence.

This brochure provides an overview of the Colleton County School District Board Policy JCDB – Student Dress Code.  A complete copy of this policy is available in our office and may also be found on the district’s website.

Approved Uniform Colors:

Tops


        Bottoms


