
What is MAP?

M e a s u r e s  o f  A c a d e m i c  P r o g r e s s  ( M A P ) are tests that measure  
students’ general knowledge and academic growth in reading, language usage, math-
ematics and science. Your child may take MAP tests beginning as early as kindergarten 
through high school. 

How is the MAP test experience  
different than other test experiences?
MAP tests are different because they are 
designed to assess your child individually.  
The test will change in difficulty in order to 
match your child’s performance level rather 
than matching his or her grade level. Your 
child will take the test on a computer. As he 
or she answers questions correctly, the tests 
become more difficult. If your child answers 
incorrectly, the test becomes easier. As a 
result, different students will see different  
test questions. 

Another important difference is that the  
MAP tests are not timed. In other words,  
each student has the opportunity to take as 
long as needed when taking the MAP tests. 

At the end of the test, your child will receive 
a score. His or her score is based on two main 
things: the number of questions your child 
answered correctly and the difficulty of  
each question. 

Like other tests, information is available to  
compare your child’s performance to other  
students who perform at the same grade level.

What do the tests measure?
They measure students’ progress or growth  
in school. You may have a chart in your home 
on which you mark your child’s height at certain 
times—such as on birthdays. This chart mea-
sures growth—the physical growth from one 
year to the next.

MAP tests do the same sort of thing, except that 
they measure your child’s progress in academic 
skills. MAP tests measure academic growth over 
time; the results educators receive have practical 
application to teaching and learning.

What do the tests cover?
Your child may take tests in reading, mathemat-
ics, language usage, and science. Each MAP test 
is made up of parts called goals. In most cases 
these goals are based on your state academic 
standards. Your school can provide you with the 
list of goal areas in which your child is tested. 
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This graph illustrates how adaptive tests adjust to a child’s learning level. 

Test Questions

How an Adaptive Test Progresses

D
if

fi
cu

lty
 E

xp
re

ss
ed

 a
s 

RI
T 

Va
lu

e

190

200

210

220

230

240

Correct Answer

Incorrect Answer



N o r t h w e s t  E v a l u a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( N WEA   )  is a nonprofit 
organization that creates MAP assessments. In addition to the MAP tests, NWEA also 
provides teachers with tools that translate test scores into information they can use in 
their classrooms. Schools throughout the country use NWEA’s MAP tests to measure 
student growth and better understand what each student is ready to learn.

When you, your child and your child’s teacher 
look at the test results, it may become appar-
ent that certain subjects or goal areas need 
more attention than others. 

How are the test results used? 
These tests are important because they keep 
track of progress or growth in the basic skills. 
They let teachers know where your child’s 
strengths are and if he or she needs help in 
any specific areas. The results can also provide 
teachers and administrators with vital infor-
mation to prepare your child for tests required 
by the state. 

It is important to remember that MAP results 
provide just one look at how your child is 
doing. Teachers already routinely assign proj-
ects and tasks, administer other tests, discuss 
student work, and report grades. Together, 

all pieces of data provide a more complete 
picture of each student’s progress. Several dif-
ferent sources of information should be used 
to make important decisions regarding your 
child’s progress—never only one. 

Can your child prepare for  
MAP tests? 
The best thing your child can do to prepare 
for testing is to work hard in school every 
day. Regular attendance, good nutrition, and 
adequate rest are all important components 
for successful test performance.

More information is available at the NWEA 
web site at www.nwea.org. Clicking on 
“Member Support” and “Document Library” 
will take you to a parent tool kit, providing 
you with additional information and re-
sources for supporting your child. 
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Explanatory Notes: 

Season/Year 
The text below each vertical line on the graph represents the season (F=fall, 
S=spring, W=winter, U=summer) and the year the test was administered. 

Gx 
The text above each vertical line on the graph represents the student's grade at the 
time the test event occurred. 

Event Date 
The date along the vertical lines represent the date the test event occurred. 

TimeLine 
Test events are plotted on the “x” axis of the graph using the time interval between 
test event dates to reflect elapsed time between test events accurately. 

Student RIT Score Line 
The RIT score your child received on each test.  This line will contain a dashed 
portion following the most recent test event to represent projected target growth over 
the next year.  This is the mean fall-to-fall or spring-to-spring RIT growth that was 
observed in the latest norming study for students who had a same season RIT score 
in the same 10 point RIT block. 

Dist. Avg RIT 
This line represents the average score for all students in the school district in the 
grade who were tested at the same time as your child. 

Norm Group Avg 
This line represents the average score observed for students in the 2002 NWEA 
Norming Study, who were in the same grade and tested in the same season (e.g., 
fall or spring). 

Mathematics 

Student Dist. Avg RIT Norm Group Avg. 

Mathematics Goals Performance - Spring 2006 

Number Sense High 
Estimation & Computation High 
Math Reasoning / Problem Solving HiAvg 
Measurement High 
Algebra / Functions / Math Models HiAvg 
Geometry High 
Data Analysis / Probability / Stat High 
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Reading 

Student Dist. Avg RIT Norm Group Avg. 

Reading Goals Performance - Spring 2006 

Word Analysis High 
Vocabulary High 
Literal Comprehension HiAvg 
Interpretive Comprehension High 
Evaluative Comprehension Avg 
Literary Analysis HiAvg 

Lexile Range: 993-1143 

170 

180 

190 

200 

210 

220 

230 

240 

0 0 0 2 / 7 2 / 9 0 

F00 

G3 

1 0 0 2 / 1 0 / 5 0 

S01 

G3 

1 0 0 2 / 6 2 / 9 0 

F01 

G4 

2 0 0 2 / 2 2 / 4 0 

S02 

G4 

2 0 0 2 / 3 2 / 9 0 

F02 

G5 

3 0 0 2 / 3 2 / 4 0 

S03 

G5 

3 0 0 2 / 9 2 / 9 0 

F03 

G6 

4 0 0 2 / 0 2 / 4 0 

S04 

G6 

S05 

Language Usage 

Student Dist. Avg RIT Norm Group Avg. 

Language Usage Goals Performance - Spring 2006 

Composition / Writing Process High 
Composition / Structure High 
Grammar & Usage High 
Punctuation High 
Capitalization HiAvg 
Spelling Avg 
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Goal Performance 
Each goal area included in the test is listed along with a descriptive adjective of your 
child’s score. The possible descriptors are Low (<21 percentile), LoAvg (21-40 
percentile), Avg (41-60 percentile), HiAvg (61-80 percentile), and High (>80 
percentile). 

Lexile Range 
A score (displayed as a 150-point range) that can be used to find text of appropriate 
difficulty. By matching each student’s reading skill to books, the Lexile Framework 
can locate the level at which a student is being challenged without being frustrated. 

The Individual Student Progress Report shows a child’s academic growth in a subject area over time. 
Each point represents a test event. This report also tracks growth of other students in the same grade 
level within the district and throughout the nation. 


